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The best way to discover
Prague is on foot.

There’s far more to Prague, though, than the Royal Route. Come and
explore it with us, whether you’re in Prague for the first time or the fifth.
Each of these five walks is a little different. The routes are of varying
lengths; some are designed as circular, others are linear. We'll help
make the choice of which walk to do a bit easier by giving you a brief
summary of each route at the beginning of each chapter - and of
course some photos.

All of the walks have the following things in
common:

1. Our primary goal is to introduce you to beautiful, interesting places.
Each route includes scenic views.

2. The routes avoid busy tourist sites, but sometimes take you to
their immediate vicinity.

3. The routes are not necessarily designed to be educational, but
rather simply scenic and pleasant. Descriptions of historically
interesting sites and buildings are deliberately brief, but if you're
interested in more detailed information about a particular place, we
recommend you read more on our website www.prague.eu.

4. Each route has its own map. In addition to orientation points,
interesting places, and scenic views, we’ve also marked spots
where you can get something good to eat and drink. A proper walk
stimulates the appetite!

And finally, just one recommendation: be sure to wear good walking
shoes and charge your camera or phone before walking out the door.
We guarantee you’ll find something picture-worthy along the way.
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Route Length: 5 km / 3 miles



Route Description

Palackého namésti/Square (1) Tram and metro line B stop “Karlovo
nameésti” - Zitkovy sady/Gardens — Rasinovo nabrezi/Embankment

Ndplavka (2) is Prague’s most popular promenade — you can walk,
ride your bike, feed the swans, chat with friends, visit a sauna or
gallery on the water, have a coffee or a drinR, or just sit and observe
the ever-changing colours of the sky over the river. From spring to
autumn, various events take place here — concerts, food festivals, and
dance evenings, as well as the regular Saturday farmers’ market, one
of the most popular in Prague.

- under the railway bridge - Vnislavova St. - LibuSina St. -
Kovafrovic Villa (3)

Fans of modern architecture will be impressed by the Kovarovic Villa,
which, together with its garden, is a masterpiece of Czech Cubism.
Other Cubist buildings by architect Josef Chochol can be found under
the Vysehrad cliffs on the riverfront, and on Libu$ina St. and nearby
NeRlanova St.

- Rasinovo nabieZzi/Embankment - Na LibusSince St. - at the end of
the street, turn right up the stairs to Vysehrad (4)

This mysterious, magical place, still closely associated with legends,
was built as a fortress in the 10th century. Later, an independent
chapter was established here, and it was temporarily the seat of the
Premyslid noble family. VySehrad is a cultural and spiritual centre,
with the dominant Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul and stunning views
of Prague. The surrounding gardens invite visitors to sit and relax

or go for a stroll. If you are interested in the past and present of this
place, Vysehrad offers guided tours and tours of the underground
casemates.

- Stulcova St. - turn left along the cemetery wall - Nové proboststvi
/ New Provostry — VySehrad Cemetery & Slavin (5)

This cemetery is the burial place of some of the most important Czech
cultural and scientific figures and has many interesting gravestones
and tomb sculptures. It is dominated by Slavin, the joint final

resting place for many of these personalities. You will also find here
individual graves of such luminaries as composers Antonin Dvofak,
Bedfich Smetana, and writer Karel fapek.

- Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul (6) — VySehradské sady/Gardens (7)

This area, originally a vineyard, has undergone many changes. Now
it’s surrounded with ramparts which offer amazing views of Prague,
and in particular of Podoli, with its majestic waterworks and the
Vltava quay. Continue around the ramparts.

i w2 Miew fromithe VySehrad fortifications over the Nusle Val.ley towards Karlov




Rotunda of St. Martin (8) - Cihelna brana / Brick Gate (9) -
Vratislavova St. - Pfemyslova St. — Cubist corner building (10)

The Romanesque rotunda is one of the very oldest buildings in
Prague, built in the last third of the 11th century. The Empire-style
Brick Gate is part of the VySehrad citadel fortifications. Inside

is an interactive exhibition about the development of Prague’s
fortifications, as well as the entrance to the underground casemates.

The Cubist apartment building at the corner of Pfemyslova and
Neklanova Streets is a world rarity. The facade of this building by
Josef Chochol from 1914 is origami-like, with many fine details.

Vysehrad cemetery and Slavin

- cross Neklanova St. and take the underpass under the railroad
tracks - turn left — Na Slupi St. - Horska St. - Ztracenka Garden -
Bastion (11)

Bastion, with its unique view of VySehrad and the Petfin Lookout
Tower, was part of the New Town fortifications. Not long ago, Bastion
was sensitively converted into its modern form; part of the complex
is now occupied by a restaurant.

- Ke Karlovu St. - Rostel Nanebevzeti Panny Marie a sv. Karla
Velikého na Karlové / Church of the Assumption and St.
Charlemagne at Karlov (12)

This church, founded in the 14th century by Emperor Charles IV, and
its Augustinian monastery have undergone many transformations
throughout their history. The monastery building served as a hospital
and public hospice. It now houses the Museum of the Police of the
Czech Republic.

- Apolinaiska St. - Zemska porodnice u sv. Apolinare / St.
Apollinaire Provincial Maternity Hospital (13)

This building, visible from afar, was built in English style using red
fired bricks and continues to serve as a maternity hospital today (and
is a favourite subject of filmmakers). The first childbirth was recorded
here in 1875.

- Vini¢na St. - Katefinska St. - Benatska St. - Charles University
Botanical Garden (14)

This small but significant university botanical garden with
greenhouses and outdoor exhibits has a lot to offer — whether you're
looking for a quiet spot to relax in the middle of the busy city or wish
to take in the exhibits.

- VysSehradska St. - Emmaus Monastery Na Slovanech (15)

This monastery, founded in 1347 by Emperor Charles IV, became a
centre of Slavic education, art, and literature. Of special note are its
unique Gothic murals. The church’s elegant towers are a modern
addition - the US Air Force destroyed the original neo-Gothic towers
in 1945 during the bombing of Prague, when in stormy weather pilots
made a navigational error and mistook Prague for Dresden.

- Church of St John of Nepomuk on the RocR) (16) - Karlovo namésti
/ Charles Square - Na Morani St. - Palackého namésti/Square (1)
with the monument to Czech historian and politician FrantiSek
Palacky
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Vinohrady'
and Vrsovice .

La Dolce Vita

e - Riegrovy sady/Gardens

Route Length: 7 km / 4.5 miles



Route Description

Nameésti Miru/Square (1) tram and metro line A stop “Namésti
Miru”

This square lies at Vinohrady’s heart, with the neo-Gothic Church of
St. Ludmila at its centre. Other important buildings on the square
include the Vinohrady Theatre (Divadlo na Vinohradech) and the
National House Vinohrady (Narodni dim na Vinohradech), site of
conferences, concerts, and balls.

- Church of St. Ludmila (2) - Americka St. — Kopernikova St. -
Havlickovy sady/Gardens (3) and the Grébovka Villa (4)

The Havlickovy Gardens were inspired by the Italian Renaissance.
Grottoes, fountains, waterfalls, and a lake create a romantic
atmosphere, beautifully complemented by the charming wooden
gazebo in the middle of the vineyard. The entire complex is
dominated by a stately villa with a terrace that offers views of the
surrounding area.

~ - “T"’"m

Vini¢ni altan

- Rybalkova St. — Kozacka St. - Donska St. - Krymska St.

Even readers of the New York Times know that inconspicuous

and somewhat grubby Krymska Street is the centre of Prague’s
alternative culture and the hippest address in the city. You’ll find a
number of places that combine café and culture, plus a very authentic
- but not too wild - form of nightlife. We recommend coming back
here in the early evening.

- MosRkevska St. - Church of St. Nicholas (5) - Heroldovy sady/
Gardens (6) - Rangherka (7)

Curiosity: Rangherka is named after the Italian businessman
Rangheri, who planted mulberry orchards here and founded
Prague’s silkR industry.

- Kodariska St. — Norska St. — Ruska St. - Chorvatska St. - Na
Safrance St. - Slovenska St. - Saloun Atelier (8) - HradeSinska St.
- Kotéra Villa (9) - Chorvatska St. — Dykova St. - Husv sbor / Hus
Congregational House (10)

Two buildings worthy of note are the Art Nouveau atelier belonging
to sculptor Ladislav Saloun (creator of the massive Jan Hus sculpture
in Old Town Square) and a villa by Jan Kotéra, a noted Czech
modernist architect.

The striking building of the Hus Congregational House by Czech
architect Pavel Janak entails three parts: a ceremonial hall, an
apartment building, and a bell tower. The structure is considered an
icon of Czech functionalist architecture.




- U Vodarny St. - Vinohrady Water Tower (11)

This stately former water tower, once containing both pumps and
water tanks, served its original purpose until 1962.

- Vinohradska St. - nameésti Jifiho z Podébrad / George of
Podébrady Square

Arriving on the square, your eyes will be immediately drawn to the
unusual monumental architecture of the Church of the Most Sacred
Heart by Slovenian architect JoZe Ple¢nik, who was also the creative
force behind the modern modifications of Prague Castle. The church,
whose form evokes Noah'’s ark, is one of the most important 2oth
century religious buildings in Prague. The square is a frequent venue
for a popular farmers’ market as well as other culinary and cultural
events.

- Laubova St. - Blodkova St. - Skroupovo namésti/Square -
Pospisilova St. - Mahlerovy sady/Gardens (12) - Zizkov TV Tower (13)

Prague’s most controversial building and highest tower (216 m) still
has its passionate supporters as well as those who would be happy
to erase it from Prague’s skyline for good. Built between 1985 and
1992, it’s studded with bizarre giant babies by Czech artist David
Cerny. In addition to a viewing terrace (highly recommended!), you’ll
also find a restaurant and a unique one-room hotel.

- 0ld Jewish Cemetery in Zizkov (14) - Fibichova St. - Kubelikova
St. - Palac Akropolis (15)

Palac Akropolis, Zizkov’s cultural hub with its uniquely conceived
interiors including a restaurant, is popular among not only
established artists, but also those just starting out - be it music,
theatre, or visual art.

- Vozova St. - Riegrovy sady/Gardens (16)

This park, over 100 years old, offers intimate nooks, open meadows,
and unusual views of Prague’s sRkyline. During the summer, you’ll find
a popular beer garden here that becomes a kind of second home for
some locals. For a stunning vista of the Old Town and Prague Castle,
head to the top of the meadow at the western edge of the park. In
the summer it’s an ideal spot for a picnic.

- Anny Letenské St. - lbsenova St. - Namésti Miru/Square (1)

Vinohradthater Tower

L B
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Lake in Kinsky Garden

Route Length: 8 km / 5 miles



Route Description

Tram stop Strossmayerovo namésti/Square (1) — Skalecka St.

Small Strossmayerovo Square is the central hub of HoleSovice, a
district that has undergone quite a bit of development in recent
years, becoming something of an art and design hotspot. The square
is dominated by the neo-Gothic Church of St. Anthony of Padua.

Springtime evening in the Letna beer garden

- Letenské sady / Letna Park - Expo 58 Building (2)

Letnd Park covers part of Letna Plain, which stretches from
HoleSovice all the way to the Castle area. Lawns alternate with
landscaping, flowerbeds, and paved surfaces. You'll find a
picturesque view of the city and a number of notable buildings.

The distinctive Expo 58, with its characteristic rounded silhouette,
was transported to Prague after serving as the Czechoslovak pavilion
at the 1958 World’s Fair in Brussels. At that time, it represented the
peak of modern construction technology and won the top prize at the
Fair. Today it's used as office space.

- Letensky zame¢ek / Letna Chateau (3)

The neo-Renaissance Letna Chateau today serves as a restaurant,
and weddings often take place here. Nearby, you'll find a popular
beer garden overlooking the Old Town; during the summer months in
particular, this is a favourite place for locals to stop “for one”.

- Metronome (4) - Hanavsky Pavilion (5)

The huge Metronome occupies a symbolic spot on the map of
Prague - a gigantic statue of Joseph Stalin used to loom over the
city from here. It was dynamited in 1962, many years after his death.
The seven-tonne metronome, installed in 1991, was intended to be a
symbol of the new era. Today the area is primarily a skateboarders’
paradise.

HanavsRy Pavilion, a charming cast iron structure with many ornate
Art Nouveau details, was originally designed as a product showcase
for ironworks owned by Prince William HanavsRy for the Prague
Jubilee Exhibition in 1891.

From here, you can see the imposing Kramar Villa, now the Czech
prime minister’s residence. It is not normally open to the public.

- footbridge across Chotkova St. - Chotkovy sady/Gardens (6) -
Belvedere (7)

The Chotkovy Gardens offer a somewhat unusual view of Prague
Castle and the Lesser Town. The monument to Czech author Julius
Zeyer in the middle is a memorable work of Symbolist sculpture.

Tunnel under the Prasny Bridge

The Belvedere (a.k.a. Queen Anne’s Summer House) is an exquisite
example of the Italian Renaissance - in Prague, where Emperor
Ferdinand built it in the mid-1500s. From here, take the steps down.

Note: The Deer Moat is closed from 1 November to 1 April. You
can instead take the path alongside the Marianské hradby /
Castle Walls, then cross Prasny bridge to Prague Castle, walk
through to Hrad¢anské namésti/Square and up Kanovicka St. to
Novy Svét. Continue along the original route from here.

- Fig Garden (8) — Jeleni pfikop / Deer Moat (9) — tunnel under the
Prasny Bridge

Like the Belvedere, the Fikovna / Fig Garden, a walled garden
situated under the Summer Palace, is a sort of tribute to sunny Italy.
In the 16th century a roof would be pitched over the garden in winter,
with artificial heating during cold spells to keep the fig trees warm;
today, the Castle gardeners don’t pamper them quite so much.



Descend the steep walkway to the Deer Moat, formerly a royal game Strahov Monastery (more on pg. 38) is a Premonstratensian abbey

preserve. The view through the tall trees to the walls of Prague Castle known primarily for its extraordinary library. Mozart improvised on

is extraordinary, as is the peace and quiet here, unlike in the Castle the organ in the church here; thanks to notes made by a quick-

courtyards above. Continue toward the elliptical pedestrian tunnel, thinking monR, the musical notation has been preserved. On the

the work of contemporary Czech architect Josef Pleskot. monastery grounds, you'll also find the famous St. Norbert brewery
and sample its renowned brew. The view of Prague from here is

- Masarykova vyhlidka / the Masaryk Overlook (10) - U Brusnice incomparable.

St. - Novy Svét St. (11) - Cerninska St. - Loretdnské namésti/Square

(12) - Petfin Steps with lanterns — under the Petfin Lookout Tower
(14) - Stefanik Observatory - Rose Garden (15) - Kvétnice / Flower

The Masaryk Overlook is an elevated terrace in the upper Deer Moat Garden (16)

where first Czechoslovak president Tomas Garrigue MasaryR had his
outdoor study. From here there is a lovely view of the Castle.

The fairy-tale appearance of Novy Svét Street makes it one of the
most charming spots in Prague and a delightful place to stop for
coffee or a snack.

Loretanské Square is dominated by two important buildings: Loreta —
a Baroque pilgrimage church with a Capuchin chapel and monastery
(a separate visit is recommended) and the massive Cerninsky Palace,
today the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

- Loretanska St. — Pohorelec - Strahov Monastery (13) - Promenada
Raoula Wallenberga / Raoul Wallenberg Promenade

The Petfin Lookout Tower is a miniature copy of the Eiffel Tower; the
top of each tower is at the same altitude. A popular retro activity is
the mirror maze a few steps away.

The Rose Garden has its charm, but even more beautiful is the Flower
Garden, which you can find through a discreet entrance in the wall.
You'll find it in the downbhill section past the Stefanik Observatory.

- Kinského zahrada / Kinsky Garden (17) — upper lake with seal
statue — down the water steps - Church of St. Michael - lower
lake and Hercules statue — Letohradek Kinskych / Kinsky Summer
Palace (18) - namésti Kinskych/Square (19) Tram stop “Svandovo
divadlo”

The Kinsky Garden is an extensive, well-maintained park covering the
south-eastern slope of Petfin Hill. Here you’ll find romantic landscape
elements such as lakes, waterfalls, cascades, and viewing terraces,
as well as the wooden Church of St. Michael, which was transported
here from the Carpathian Mountains in 1929. The lower park features
an extensive meadow and the Kinsky Summer Palace, home of the
National Museum’s ethnographic collection. There’s a playground for
smaller children near the park’s exit.

Kinskych Square, with a fountain in the middle, is just a stone’s throw
from the city centre. There are a number of pleasant restaurants and
cafés in the vicinity.

\ 3 Novy ‘Svét
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the'roof of the Vitkov Memorial,
v to the left, Karlin to the right

Route Length: 5 km / 3 miles




Route Description

SokolovsRa St. (1) Tram and metro line B stop “Invalidovna” - Za
Invalidovnou St. - Kaizlovy sady/Gardens (2) - Invalidovna (3)

This popular park surrounds the Baroque Invalidovna building, a
massive structure that formerly served veterans of the Habsburg
army; today it’s still the property of the Ministry of Defence. The most
famous Czech photographer, Josef SudeR, began his career here.
There’s a playground in the park as well as a pétanque pitch.

Invalidovna

- KfiZikova St. - Lyckovo nameésti /Square (4) - KfiZikova St. —
Saldova St.

Lyckovo Square features an imposing Art Nouveau primary school
building and a lovely park with benches - in nice weather it’s a
delightful place to sit and relax. At first glance, Saldova St. seems
to be an average Prague street, but you’'ll find here a former granary
converted into loft apartments.

Ly¢kovo Square

- Pernerova St.

Many industrial buildings in Karlin were demolished, but on
Pernerova St. you'll find blocks of Prague’s former industrial suburb,
including the famous engineering concern CKD. The area was largely
converted to office space, either by renovating existing buildings or
by building new ones.

- Karlin Industrial: Boiler Room (Kotelna) and Machine House (5),
Forum Karlin (6)

These modern office buildings boast preserved factory exteriors
including an imposing chimney; they were originally part of the CKD
factory. Another example of a modern melding of a 19th century
industrial building and contemporary architecture is Forum Karlin,

a new social and community centre. The project is the work of
renowned Catalan architect Ricardo Bofill and includes the historical
spaces of a steam boiler factory — today the modern newsroom of a
Czech media empire.

Machine House

- Thamova St. - Zizkov Tunnel

This 300m long pedestrian tunnel connects Thamova St. in Karlin
with Tachovské namésti/Square in Zizkov.



32 The Karlin Story

-Tachovské namésti/Square - Husitska St. - Pod Vitkovem St. -
Vitkov Hill - National Memorial on Vitkov Hill (7)

Vitkov Hill itself is densely interwoven with walking and bike paths;
take any of them up the hill to the memorial.

The memorial, with its remarkable Art Deco interior, was originally
built to honour the Czechoslovak Legionnaires who fought abroad
during WWI and as a mausoleum in which the first Czechoslovak
president Tomas Garrigue Masaryk was to be entombed. Today
the National Museum’s military history exhibit is on display here.
Together with one of the largest equestrian statues in the world
(depicting the legendary Hussite leader Jan ZizRa, after whom the
surrounding district is named), the Vitkov Memorial is one of the

The Karlin Story 33

visual dominants of the city. The roof, accessible for a fee, offers a
360° view of the city.

- Zizkov Tunnel - Thamova St. - Kfizikova St. - Karlinské namésti/
Square and the Church of Sts. Cyril and Methodius (8)

Karlinské Square is the most important public space in Karlin,
dominated by the massive neo-Romanesque Church of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius, whose two 78-metre towers are visible from many places
in the city. The square underwent a complete revitalisation recently
and is a venue for events ranging from street festivals to farmers’
markets. There’s even a playground and a sports pitch with fitness
equipment. You will find many popular restaurants and cafés in the
vicinity.

Forum Karlin

National Memorial
on Vitkov Hill
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Route Length: 5 km / 3 miles



Route Description

Vétrnik (1) tram and bus stop - Ankarska St. — U Vétrniku St. -
Vétrnik (2)

The ordinary-looking street hides an interesting three-storey building
- a former windmill called Vétrnik, which was apparently functional
until the 1860s. The building was restored and converted into a bed &
breakfast with a restaurant.

- at the intersection turn left into the terraced Monastery Gardens
and orchard - Bfevnov Monastery - Benedictine Archabbey of Sts.
Adalbert and Margaret (3)

You'll find a plethora of interesting buildings and objects in the
extensive Monastery Gardens. On the way to the monastery, don’t
miss the Vojtéska pavilion, which houses the wellspring of the
Brusnice Stream; the orangery, home of the Entrance Gallery, which
holds exhibitions of young artists; and the Baroque Cathedral of St.
Margaret. The dominant feature is the oldest monastery in the Czech
Republic, which, together with the Markéta garden, is protected

as a cultural monument. The tradition of beer brewing is closely
associated with the monastery — the Bfevnov Brewery (Bfevnovsky
pivovar) is the oldest in the Czech lands.

- around the fishpond - Markétska St. - Sartoriova St.

This area could be called a “trip to the recent past”: During the 1970s,

this neighbourhood of “paneldky” (prefabricated buildings) was
built and soon gained the nickname “The Bludgeon,” as many of the
units were intended for families of the infamous Ministry of Interior
employees. The only remnant of the Old Bfevnov village green is a
small chapel situated directly in between the apartment buildings.

- Ve StfesSovickach St. — Na Kocourkach St.

One of the oldest streets in StfeSovice, with old houses and typical
bumpy cobblestones (called “cat heads” in Czech). It’s a beautiful,
quiet place. Once you reach the small square with the gas lamps,
take a break and let yourself breathe in the atmosphere of the
“olden days”.

- Pod Andélkou St. - Na Petynce St. - down the stairs - Kajetanka
Park and Chéateau (4)

Originally a vineyard farmstead, Kajetdnka has undergone many
changes over the past century. It served as a small monastery, and
was later converted into a chateau, an oilcloth factory, and finally a
restaurant.

- Radimova St. - Vincentinum Fishpond - Bfevnov farmsteads
Petynka (5) and Slajferka (6)

At the Petynka farmstead, you'll have to really use your imagination.
Formerly a vineyard farmstead and a favourite destination for locals,
Petynka hosted balls and celebrations in its heyday. Later it was
used as a poorhouse and hospice. It still awaits its renovation.

Na KocourRach Street



38 From BFevnov to Strahov From Bfevnov to Strahov 39

Strahov Library with over 200,000 medieval manuscripts, maps, and
globes, and the Strahov Picture Gallery. Also located on the grounds
of Strahov Monastery is the Strahov Monastery Brewery (Klasterni
pivovar Strahov), which offers its own St. Norbert beer. Its history is
documented all the way back to around 1400 AD.

The third farmstead also has an interesting history. In addition to the
chapel that was established here, Slajferka also served as a cultural
centre, a renowned music club, and there was even a recording studio
here. In its current post-renovation state, the building serves as a
homeless shelter surrounded by a park and an orchard.

The most beautiful view opens up from the Raoul Wallenberg

- Pod Kralovkou St. - Bélohorska St. — Dlabacov - Strahov Courtyard
Promenade, directly below the monastery.

- Strahov Monastery and Picture Gallery (7)

This Premonstratensian monastery was founded in 1140 AD. On its
grounds you’ll find the Church of the Assumption, the rare and unique
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